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Introduction:Housing, as one of the basic human needs, can be seen as a connecting link between
environment, society, and economy. Affordable housing is recognized as a vital economic and social
issue with wide-ranging implications for individuals, families, economy and environment. Affordable housing,
known as »housing affordability«, is an important economic and social concept in the housing sector, relating
to individuals’ and families’ ability to access suitable housing considering their income and housing expenses.
Traditionally, housing affordability is defined and evaluated based on economic criteria. A fundamental part of
this research is the theory that economic affordability is influenced not only by housing costs and income but
also by a broader spectrum of criteria affecting a household’s quality of life.

he Purpose of the Research: Housing provision is a phenomenon observed in many societies. Conditions

in which households spend more than one-third of their gross income on housing costs are prevalent. In
this research, we aim to examine the position of affordable housing in Iran’s housing programs post-Islamic
Revolution and analyze the indicators used to evaluate affordable housing. This article seeks to explore the
relationship between affordable housing and housing policies in the post-Islamic Revolution era in Iran. More-
over, credible sources and previous research have been utilized as primary tools for evaluating affordable
housing. This research analyze housing policies within the framework of market and economic changes in Iran
and its changes that have occurred in these policies over time.

Methodology: This research employs qualitative content analysis method to examine housing policies after
the Islamic Revolution. The analysis is based on studying the housing policy-making process and the
role of post-revolutionary governments in this policy-making. The workflow begins with data collection using
documentary studies and examining the historical context of housing welfare policies through legal documents
and existing programs. Then, utilizing qualitative content analysis method, the collected data are categorized
and analyzed. Finally, the description and analysis of the subject are conducted based on global indicators of
affordable housing in light of the findings from documents and legal sources. The time frame of the study covers
the period from the beginning of the revolution to the end of the seventh development plan.

Findings and Discussion: Controls on urban expansion diminished, leading to increased construction
activities around cities. People struggling with heavy rent burdens and rural migrants quickly settled on
the outskirts of cities. Although there was an increase in residential construction during this period,invest-
ment in it decreased due to a reduction in the infrastructure of the produced units. Additionally, constrution
activities faced recession during the imposed war period, exacerbating the recession due to war-related issues
and restrictions. Despite attention to the housing sector in the Islamic Republic’s development prgrams,
housing plans were not fully implemented, mainly due to private sector uncertainty in investment, rising
prices, and infrastructure costs.

.
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Efforts have been made in the physical dimensions, housing provision, and construction of residential units
in rural areas, as well as in housing standards and quality, and the redevelopment of deteriorated areas.
However, in economic dimensions, financial facilities for low-income groups, changes in financial policies,
and housing finance provisions have not been emphasized in affordable housing programs.

Conclusion: In the seven economic, social, and cultural development plans of the Islamic Republic
of Iran, housing has been recognized as a significant component. This attention to housing aims to
reduce inequalities, foster social justice, improve the quality of life, and provide housing for low-income
and deprived segments of society. Various programs have addressed housing infrastructure, supported small
housing unit producers, and ensured housing for vulnerable groups. However, in some programs, there is
insufficient focus on housing, indicating a lack of coordination between housing and other planning compo-
nents. Improving and paying attention to housing can significantly contribute to social justice and inequality
reduction and should be prioritized in all development programs. In summary, attention to housing in Iran’s
development programs is essential, with emphasis on aspects such as developing housing infrastructure
for the needy, providing housing programs tailored to the needs of different regions, utilizing innovative
technologies, enhancing construction quality, and considering housing as a key component in sustainable de-
velopment and environmental protection. Proper planning in this regard can aid in sustainable development
and economic and social growth.
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Highlight

- Analysis of post-revolution housing policies: The focus on downsizing and creating unstable housing has led to issues such as urban sprawl.
- Barriers to affordable housing development: The lack of effective taxes and urban development restrictions have caused increases in land and housing prices.
- Improvement suggestions: Develop housing infrastructure for vulnerable groups and utilize modern technologies to improve construction quality.
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